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Isabel MONTANEZ

A distinguished Professor and Chancellor’s Leadership Professor in the Department of
Earth and Planetary Sciences, University of California, Davis. Dr. Montafiez is a
paleoclimatologist whose research focuses on geologic archives of past atmospheric gas
and ocean geochemical compositions and their linkages to climate and ecosystem
changes. Dr. Montafiez received her Ph.D. from Virginia Polytechnic Institute in 1990
and has received several awards, including the James Lee Wilson Medal for Excellence
by a Young Scientist, the Laurence L. Sloss Award from the Geological Society of
America, the Jean-Baptiste Lamarck Medal from the European Geosciences Union, and
the Francis J. Pettijohn Medal from the Society of Sedimentary Geology (SEPM). She
is a Fellow of several professional societies (AGU, GSA, AAAS), a past Fellow of the
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation and a Fellow of the California
Academy of Sciences. She served as President of The Geological Society of America
from 2017 to 2018.

Jessica TIERNEY

An associate professor at the Department of Geosciences, University of Arizona. Dr.
Tierney received her PhD in Geology at the Brown University in 2010. She then worked
i as a NOAA/UCAR Climate and Global Change Postdoctoral Fellow at the Lamont-
s - Dobherty Earth Observatory of Columbia University during 2010-2012, as an Assistant
Scientist at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution during July 2012-April 2015,
and as an associate professor at the University of Arizona since May 2015. Her research
focuses on reconstructing past climate change, and has published over 50 peer-reviewed
articles, including many on high impact journals such as Nature, Science, Nature
Geoscience, and Earth and Planetary Science Letters. She has been awarded the James
B. Macelwane Medal in 2014 “for significant contributions to the geophysical sciences
by an outstanding early career scientist”, and in 2015 the Pieter Schenck Award, which
was given “to a scientist normally under 35 years of age who has made a major
contribution in any specific area of organic geochemistry or a related field”.
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Michael J. BENTON

Professor of Vertebrate Palaeontology, School of Earth Sciences, University of Bristol.
He was elected Fellow of the Royal Society in 2014 for his fundamental contributions to
understanding the history of life, particularly biodiversity fluctuations through time. He
is fascinated by the transformation of palaeobiology from a speculative subject to testable
science and led one of these discoveries — how to determine the colour of dinosaurs, rated
as one of the top scientific discoveries of the 2010s. He works with fossils and rocks to
interpret ancient environments, especially around the end-Permian mass extinction, the
greatest loss of life on Earth, some 250 million years ago. He also works with fossils to
build evolutionary trees and use them to date major events and rates and patterns of
evolution, so helping us understand why some groups of animals are more successful
than others. He is currently working on the Triassic, the time during which life recovered
from the end-Permian mass extinction and when modern ecosystems arose; this was a
time of arms races between major groups, and dinosaurs won. Michael Benton has
written some 400 scientific papers and more than 50 books on a broad range of
palaeontological topics. He has supervised more than 70 PhD students, and was founder
of the Bristol MSc in Palaeobiology, which has welcomed 400 students since its
foundation, in 1996.

Timothy LENTON

A distinguished professor at the University of Exeter. He gained his bachelor’s degree
at the University of Cambridge and his PhD at the University of East Anglia. He leads
his group focusing on the coupled evolution of life and the planet, developing an
evolutionary model of the marine ecosystem, and on early warning of climate tipping
points. He has received the Times Higher Education Award for Research Project of the
Year in 2008, Philip Leverhulme Prize, European Geosciences Union Outstanding
Young Scientist Award, the British Association Charles Lyell Award Lecture, and the
Geological Society of London William Smith Fund. He is a Fellow of the Linnean
Society and a Fellow of the Geological Society.
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James ZACHOS

A distinguished professor at the University of California, Santa Cruz. He is a pioneer in
Paleoceanography and Paleoclimatology, and has published more than 20 papers in
Nature and Science. His research encompasses various problems related to the
biological, chemical, and climatic evolution of late Cretaceous and Cenozoic oceans. His
research is oriented toward identifying the mechanisms responsible for driving long and
short-term changes in the global climate. His recent research focuses on resolving the
nature of rapid and extreme climate transitions in the earth's past. These projects involve
the application of isotope and trace metal ratios of sediments to reconstruct ocean
temperature and chemistry for climatic events such as the Paleocene-Eocene Thermal
Maximum (~56 mya), the middle- and early Eocene Climatic Optimum, the Eocene-
Oligocene Transition. He is a fellow of the American Geophysical Union, Geological
Society of America, California Academy of Sciences, American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and a member of the National Academy of Sciences (2017). He is also a
recipient of the European Geosciences Union 2016 Milankovic Medal.

Noah PLANAVSKY ..
An associate professor at Yale University. He finished his Ph.D. at the University of r"j , .

California Riverside in 2012, followed by a postdoc at the California Institute of | 1 - @
Technology, and he joined Yale University as a faculty member in 2013. He studies the

connections between the evolution of Earth-system processes, biological innovation,and » /" f
ecosystem change to piece together the history and effects of Earth's oxygenation. In the

past 10 years, he has published more than 200 research papers, including many of them

being published in Nature and Science. He has received the 2018 F.W. Clarke Award

from the Geochemical Society in honor of his 2014 publication in Science - Low Mid-

Proterozoic atmospheric oxygen levels and the delayed rise of animals. He currently

serves as Associate Editor at Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, Geobiology, Global

Biogeochemical Cycles, and American Journal of Science.
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